
The Toxics Use Reduction Institute (TURI) offers community grants to help support
Massachusetts not-for-profit organizations, small businesses and municipalities implement
projects that protect their communities and the environment by promoting the adoption of safer
alternatives to toxic chemicals. 

TURI COMMUNITY GRANT: 
CREATING HEALTHIER GYMS AND
PLAYGROUNDS FOR CHILDREN

This Grant Opportunity
The present solicitation is for proposals to help reduce the presence of toxics in gyms for
children, in playgrounds and other play spaces.

The objective is to reduce in use or presence of toxics in child play spaces and to increase
awareness of Toxics Use Reduction as it relates to children’s environmental health. We seek to
leverage previous examples of success to enable a broader reduction in the presence and use of
toxic chemicals where children play. Of particular interest is supporting organizations that can
help enable a broad transition to foam cubes and padding free of toxic flame-retardants in gyms.
 
Additional requests for proposals are expected for the identification of products containing PFAS,
working with disadvantaged communities on the adoption of safer alternatives, particularly with
respect to PFAS (or forever chemicals) and certain cleaning products.  

Unsolicited applications from Massachusetts non-profits, small businesses, and municipalities for
funding under TURI’s community grants program are welcome and reviewed on a quarterly basis.
Applications are available here.



Criteria Points

Expected reduction in use or presence of toxics in child play spaces,
and/or increase in awareness of Toxics Use Reduction as it relates to
children’s environmental health

40

Feasibility/achievability 20

Expected benefits of the project for environmental justice or for
traditionally underserved communities 20

Level of collaboration with various stakeholders 10

Potential to transfer the end product(s) to others of similar mission 
OR 
Effective use of existing educational materials or proven techniques

10

Eligibility

Projects conducted solely by a consultant;
Lobbying or environmental enforcement activities;
Projects that do not have reduction of toxic chemicals as the primary focus; and
Projects conducted outside Massachusetts.

Examples of projects that are ineligible include:

Criteria for Success
Proposals will be scored using the following criteria. The maximum number of points is 100.

A Review Committee including members from community organizations and other
stakeholders will review the grant applications and recommend projects for funding. Final
decisions are made by TURI.

Proposes process or product changes to reduce the presence or use of toxics in child play
spaces;
Is considering a change that is relevant to other communities; and
Will address toxic chemicals associated with TURI’s strategic priority list (flame retardants,
PFAS, and certain halogenated solvents). However, we will consider proposals that reduce
other listed toxic chemicals.

TURI has grants funding available to any not-for-profit organization, business, or municipality in
Massachusetts that:

https://www.mass.gov/doc/complete-list-of-tura-chemicals-april-2023


How to Apply 
The application process is intended to be simple yet competitive. It begins with the submission
of a brief online application that requests basic information about the proposed project.
Following receipt of the initial application, the Review Committee will evaluate proposals and
may request additional information from potential awardees before making a final decision. 
We anticipate notifying awardees no later than October 15, 2023.

Deadline for submittal: September 15, 2023.

To apply go to www.turi.org/grants.
For more information please contact: info@turi.org.

Demonstrating Success

Crafting a case study that presents information about the project’s goals, challenges, and
outcomes. Case studies are designed by TURI, using company information gathered over
the course of the project in collaboration with the grantee, and are published in
downloadable format on our website (www.turi.org) and featured in social media posts.
Creating a video that features relevant processes and interviews with key personnel to
describe the changes implemented and the outcomes of that effort. 
Conducting an on-site demonstration of the changes made (for relevant projects). TURI
will lead outreach to invite interested company personnel, consultants and, if appropriate,
legislators, high-level environmental officials, journalists and other dignitaries to tour the
grantee operation, learning about the implementation process in real time. Grantees will
host the tour and answer questions about their experience.

Because the overarching goal of this program is to disseminate information about successful
examples of toxics use reduction organizations and municipalities that receive a grant are
required to share information about project elements that contributed to their success. 

TURI will work with grantees to determine the optimal method of sharing information about
the project and its success broadly. Typically, we will recommend one or more of the following
methods:

Award Amounts
Typical community grants are within the range of $10,000 - $20,000. The typical award
amount for regional or statewide projects is $20,000, while local projects are typically around
$10,000. If your proposal falls outside this range, please feel free to contact us to discuss what
options may be available.

http://www.turi.org/grants
mailto:info@turi.org
http://www.turi.org/


Project Timeline
Deadline for proposals............................Friday, September 15, 2023, NOON 
 Notification of awards ............................October 15, 2023 
 Grant kick-off meeting ............................October 2023 
 Project duration ......................................October 2023 through September 2024 

You are encouraged to review our previously funded projects to see the types of
activities grantees have accomplished. 



We strongly encourage applicants to arrange a pre-application conversation with TURI

to discuss your ideas and help fine-tune your projects. Please contact TURI at
info@turi.org at any time during your application process.  

Milestones

Complete initial contract 
Attend kick-off meeting (3-4 hours) 
Monthly or bi-monthly check-in calls with grant administrator 
Interim project meeting (3-4 hours, usually in February) 
Interim progress report, interim expense report, and interim invoice (February) 
Submission of final project materials and documentation (May or June) 
Final project report, final expense report, and final invoice 

Information about the following milestones will be coordinated with grantees once projects
are under way. 

Conduct the activities outlined in the proposal
Attend all required meetings and events
Prepare an interim and final progress report
Submit all project materials for review throughout the grant project. The Institute must
review any materials developed under the grant prior to their dissemination and all
materials must contain language regarding the funding source 
Submit all final project materials

Award recipients will be required to: 

 Failure to meet these requirements may result in a reduction in the final grant payment. 
 
The final report and other information generated through the project become public
documents and may be published without prior notice by the Toxics Use Reduction Institute
and/or may be used by future grantees in their projects. 

Grant Agreement and Grantee Requirements 

https://www.turi.org/Our_Work/Community/Topic_Areas_and_Past_Grants
mailto:info@turi.org

